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OF-CG-COICA-Nº 002-01-05

Quito, January 11th, 2005

Mrs. and Ms. Members of the Directive Council of the Amazon Alliance and of COICA: 

• Amazon Watch, USA
• Bank Information Center (BIC), USA
• Centro de Derechos Económicos y Sociales, Ecuador
• Centro para el Desarrollo del Indígena Amazónica de Peru
• Forest Peoples Programme, UK
• Frente de Defensa de la Amazonía, Ecuador
• Fundación Gaia, Colombia
• Grupo de Trabalho Amazônico (GTA), Brazil
• Fundación Pachamama, Ecuador
• Seventh Generation Fund
• Asociación Interétnica de Desarrollo de la Selva Peruana (AIDESEP), Peru
• Amerindian Peoples Association (APA), Guyana
• Confederación de Pueblos Indígenas de Bolivia (CIDOB), Bolivia
• Coordenação das Organizações Indígenas da Amazônia (COIAB), Brazil
• Confederación de Nacionalidades de la Amazonia Ecuatoriana (CONFENAE), Ecuador
• Confederación Nacional del Indio Venezolano (CONIVE), Venezuela
• Federation des Organisations Amerindiennes de Guyane (FOAG), French Guyana
• Maroon Community Support Initiative, Surinam
• Organisatie van Inheemsen (OIS), Surinam
• Organización de los Pueblos Indígenas de la Amazonía Colombiana (OPIAC), Colombia
Subject: Beginning of activities of the AA Co-director, Arlen Ribeira

Throughout its 20 years of existence, COICA, an international indigenous organization founded under the principles of respect to the great diversity that surrounds the more than 390 peoples that are part of the Amazon, represented by its 9 national and/or regional organizations, has named its representatives at Congresses, Coordination and Directive Councils, with wisdom that has conduced to the policies and programmes of our organization.  COICA’s wishes are to see the Amazon freed from tyranny of governments, freed from hunger, from the profit of firms and human selfishness and of the individualism that makes some of us “drunk”.

We’ve always had the conviction that the problems that the Amazon and ourselves are confronting are so huge and that to confront them, our own efforts aren’t enough. However, on our wisdom and knowledge, we should unite ourselves and with other sectors, which share common objectives as we do. Therefore, COICA celebrates its three alliances: one between ourselves (the World Alliance of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the Tropical Forests); another one with NGOs linked to environmental issues (Amazon Coalition, currently called the Amazon Alliance); and one with European Municipalities (the Climate Alliance). However, we have previewed what is currently occurring at the base of the Amazon Alliance, where we have many questions, which must be answered not by other, but by ourselves, the members of this Alliance. 

Who takes then the decisions at the base of Amazon Alliance? Its members? NGOs? We, as indigenous peoples? Or those that were hired to facilitate and boost the management actions of the Amazon Alliance, among us COICA and other allied NGOs that conform the Alliance? Where are the NGOs that compose the council of the Amazon Alliance, who do no manifest themselves, in front of the lack of respect of its representative to the decisions of COICA? Has COICA then made an alliance with Mr. Petter? No, COICA is part of an Alliance with a group of NGOs, which are serious and responsible.

Regarding the election of the Co-director in representation of COICA, we ask ourselves: If Mr. Antonio Jacanamijoy were elected, could OPIAC answer on his behalf? Since Mr. Jacanamijoy postulated himself to the post of Co-director of the Alliance and obtained one vote on the election. Or if, Mr. Alex Tiouka were elected, would FOAG question this election? Since, he also presented his candidature for such post and obtained no votes, in view of the abstentions that occurred. Where is the incoherence? In the Coordinators of COICA? Who after, verifying the statutory mandates of the Directive Council and of its General Coordinator, have ratified the decisions of them in the period of sessions of COICA?

Question over the facts: Why is a resolution signed by all of COICA’s members not accepted and a letter signed by only 3 Coordinators and a Director is on the contrary validated? Why the effort to make Mr. Cerda stay in the Alliance, when five years have already passed since his election and three years have also passed when he is still at the post without mandate?

Our decision as an organization is only one. That is that the Co-director of the Amazon Alliance on representation of COICA is Mr. Arlen Ribeira Jitoma, presented by AIDESEP, elected according to the procedures, rules and statute of COICA, as an express mandate of the Directive Council, which has been ratified by the Coordination Council. With all these affirmations and reflections, we hope this is enough and provides the last opinion on this topic, and without further delay that Mr. Jitoma be incorporated to the Office of the Amazon Alliance in Washington, as our representative. Therefore, he can provide follow up to the programmed plans to be developed jointly between us and the other members of the Alliance in the Amazon Basin.

The lack of fulfillment of the decisions made and especially the one explained above is not an offense to the General Coordinator, but it is a severe violation to COICA and its decision entities, as is the Coordination Council, the Statutes, the rules and resolutions as it has been established under article 2 of the Statutes and others that I have expressed on the Memo Circ. Nº 07-CG-COICA-11-04. If that would occur, do you think then that we have a free and respectful Alliance? And, should we keep on meeting? Would that have any sense at all?

By the above-mentioned issues, we request the NGOs members of the Alliance to participate to adequately guide its representative or to destitute him from his post.

Due to the situation that has been generated, COICA communicates that all the costs or activities made by the ex Co-director after August 19th, 2004, are invalid and illegal, where those responsible are penalized and asked on the devolution of the corresponding funds.

Therefore, I request the immediate insertion of Mr. Arlen Ribeira, as Co-director, to the office of the Amazon Alliance and to establish a deadline until January 22nd, 2005 for COICA to receive an official communication of the corresponding procedures; on the contrary, other necessary measures will be taken.

Sincerely,

Sebastião Haji Manchineri 

General Coordinator of COICA
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